
Prayer of Preparation 
 
O Holy One, let me feel your presence as I breathe in all the good that is you, and release all my anxiety and sadness as I 
exhale.  
 

Loving Maker of all,  
 we have harmed each other,  
  competed for power,  
   treated other people, the earth and the creatures  
    with contempt and unkindness.  
We have broken faith with you  
 by allowing institutions to misrepresent your Holy Word,  
Your peace, and Your Compassion.  
Yet even now you wait for us at every crossing,  
 at every way station, in every crisis, 
  to show us the path of healing and renewal.  
Let us once again recognize  
 your garden of diversity  
  and abundance  
   as it surrounds those who live in peace.  
Let us rest in the knowledge  
 that your judgement is the path of learning  
  and your forgiveness is granted  
   before any sin could be committed.  
We wait in your love.  
  Amen. 

(Rev’d Canon Trudy Lebans, Inclusive Morning Prayer, 2020) 

 
 

Territorial Acknowledgement | Anglican Diocese of Niagara 

We wish to acknowledge that we are on land that, at the time of contact, was held by the Attawandaron as an area 
of trade and ceremony by the two rivers. At various times the land was occupied by both Haudenosaunee from the 
south and Anishnaabe from the north. In more recent times the Huron Treaty gave rights to the Mississaugas of 
New Credit. In a spirit of reconciliation, we seek to respect the history, spirituality, and culture of Indigenous Peoples 
and seek a new relationship with the Original Peoples of this land, one based in honour and deep respect. May we 
who dwell on or visit these lands and waterways also be good stewards and honour those who came before us. And 
may our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 

Second Sunday After The Epiphany 

Sunday, January 17th 2021 



Beginning with Praise Here We Are! 
 

God whispers to each of us:  
you are my beloved,  
created in love for love. 
My spirit answers,  
Here I am, Lord.  
Speak to me anew. 
 
God breathes on us the Holy Spirit,  
knitting many members into one body,  
the body of Christ. 
Together we answer,  
Here we are Lord.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
God has yet more vision for the people.  
Who will work for God to extend God's kingdom  
into our hurting world? 
Here we are Lord.  
Empower us for your work. 
  
God calls the small, and helps them do great things.  
God calls the weak, and reveals their hidden gifts.  
God calls the rejected, and opens their eyes to their worth. 
Here we are Lord, humble and waiting. 
   
Then let us gather, old and young, small and great,  
to dream God's dreams,  
receive God's power,  
and do God's deeds. 
 

Collect   Let us pray. 

 Here we are Lord.  
 Shine the light of your love on us.  
 Kindle your Spirit within us.  
 Work your redeeming will in us,  
 that all the world may be one  
 through the power of your love.  Amen. 

(David Inglis; http://www.henriettaucc.org/PastorsPage/CallsToWorship.shtml; alt.) 
 

Music Will You Come and See the Light 
 
 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
   It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
 It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you are; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
   By the pyramids of greed there's a longing to be freed; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 



 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
 Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 
 When the truth is cut and bruised, and the innocent abused, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
 Will you join the hope, alight in a young girl's eyes, 
 of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 
 When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
 In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 
 and the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

Words: Brian Wren © 1993 Hope Publishing Co. Music: Traditional Scottish melody.   
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #613425. All rights reserved. 

 
Readings  A Reading from the first book of Samuel: Speak God, I am ready to listen! 

The boy Samuel was serving God under Eli’s direction. This was at a time when the revelation of God was 
rarely heard or seen. One night Eli was sound asleep (his eyesight was very bad—he could hardly see). It 
was well before dawn; the sanctuary lamp was still burning. Samuel was still in bed in the Temple of God, 
where the Chest of God rested. 

Then God called out, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

Samuel answered, “Yes? I’m here.” Then he ran to Eli saying, “I heard you call. Here I am.” 

Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back to bed.” And so he did. 

God called again, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, “I heard you call. Here I am.” 

Again Eli said, “Son, I didn’t call you. Go back to bed.” (This all happened before Samuel knew God for 
himself. It was before the revelation of God had been given to him personally.) 

God called again, “Samuel!”—the third time! Yet again Samuel got up and went to Eli, “Yes? I heard you 
call me. Here I am.” 

That’s when it dawned on Eli that God was calling the boy. So Eli directed Samuel, “Go back and lie down. 
If the voice calls again, say, ‘Speak, God. I’m your servant, ready to listen.’” Samuel returned to his bed. 

Then God came and stood before him exactly as before, calling out, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Samuel answered, “Speak. I’m your servant, ready to listen.” 

God said to Samuel, “Listen carefully. I’m getting ready to do something in Israel that is going to shake 
everyone up and get their attention. The time has come for me to bring down on Eli’s family everything I 
warned him of, every last word of it. I’m letting him know that the time’s up. I’m bringing judgment on his 
family for good. He knew what was going on, that his sons were desecrating God’s name and God’s place, 
and he did nothing to stop them. This is my sentence on the family of Eli: The evil of Eli’s family can never 
be wiped out by sacrifice or offering.” 

Samuel stayed in bed until morning, then rose early and went about his duties, opening the doors of the 
sanctuary, but he dreaded having to tell the vision to Eli. 

But then Eli summoned Samuel: “Samuel, my son!” 



Samuel came running: “Yes? What can I do for you?” 

“What did he say? Tell it to me, all of it. Don’t suppress or soften one word, as God is your judge! I want it 
all, word for word as he said it to you.” 

So Samuel told him, word for word. He held back nothing. 

Eli said, “He is God. Let him do whatever he thinks best.” 

Samuel grew up. God was with him, and Samuel’s prophetic record was flawless. Everyone in Israel, from 
Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, recognized that Samuel was the real thing—a true prophet of 
God. God continued to show up at Shiloh, revealed through his word to Samuel at Shiloh. 

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Living Gospel John 1:43-51: Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ, as told by John. 
May our hearts be open to receive God’s Word. 
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
May our lives be witness to God’s love. 

 
Reflection & Meditation 

 
Food for thought: 

The church’s role is to change the world through the life and love of Jesus Christ. The government’s role is 
to serve the common good by protecting justice and peace, rewarding good behavior while restraining bad 
behavior (Romans 13). When that role is undermined by political leadership, faith leaders must stand up 
and speak out. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The church must be reminded that it is not the master 
or the servant of the state, but rather the conscience of the state.” [This in mind, we reflect together on 
Christ’ call upon our lives, our faith, our resources.] 

…We believe how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner is 
how we treat Christ himself. “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). God calls us to protect and seek justice for those who are 
poor and vulnerable, and our treatment of people who are “oppressed,” “strangers,” “outsiders,” or 
otherwise considered “marginal” is a test of our relationship to God, who made us all equal in divine dignity 
and love. Our proclamation of the lordship of Jesus Christ is at stake in our solidarity with the most 
vulnerable. If our gospel is not “good news to the poor,” it is not the gospel of Jesus Christ (Luke 4:18).  

(Richard Rohr, Meditation, 19 June 2019; alt.) 

 
  



Music You Are Near 
 

Refrain Yahweh, I know you are near, 
 standing always at my side. 
 You guard me from the foe, 
 and you lead me in ways everlasting. 
 
Lord, you have searched my heart, 
and you know when I sit and when I stand. 
Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 
keeping me from harm. Refrain 
 
Where can I run from Your love? 
If I climb to the heavens You are there; 
If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 
still I'd find You there. Refrain 
 
You know my heart and its ways, 
you who formed me before I was born 
in the secret of darkness before I saw the sun 
in my mother's womb. Refrain 
 
Marvelous to me are Your works; 
how profound are Your thoughts, my Lord. 
Even if I could count them, they number as the stars, 
You would still be there. Refrain 

 

Words and Music: Dan Schutte © 1971 OCP.  
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #613425.  All rights reserved. 

 

Sending Compassion into the World 
 
 Beloved God, 

You know us inside and out  
  and you still call us to serve you. 

Holy One,  
  honestly we are often hesitant, afraid,  
   and wish to remain hidden. 

Empower us to listen for and to hear your call 
Empower us to answer your call with “Here I am Lord” 
Empower us to follow you when you call. 
 
Lover of mercy and justice, 
So many have gone before us working to bring 
Justice and peace to our country and our world. 
Their footsteps seem to0 big to step into  
to continue the work you have called us all to; 
so we hesitantly move, one step at a time,  
bringing your seeds of hope, justice and peace  
in a world crying out for them. 

 
  (Together, in our silence, we offer prayers for justice.) 
 
  
  



 Holy One, let us hear and answer your call, 
 Here I am, Lord. Here I am. 

 
Lover of hope, 
We pray for our country, our leaders and especially those guiding us and our nation in these tumultuous 
times. We pray for the healing of our country, for reconciliation, for forgiveness, for wisdom, and for peace.  

  
  (Together, in our silence, we offer prayers for those who govern.) 
 
 Holy One, let us hear and answer your call, 
 Here I am, Lord. Here I am. 

 
Lover of peace, 
We pray for your compassion and healing for those individuals in our community and in this congregation. 
We pray for your comfort and presence for those who are grieving, lonely, and oppressed. We pray for 
warmth, shelter, clothing, food, and safety for those who are living without these blessings. 

  
  (Together, in our silence, we offer prayers for those who live with suffering and struggle, those who live 

without enough.) 
 
 Holy One, let us hear and answer your call, 
 Here I am, Lord. Here I am. 

 
Gracious God, let this be our answer to your call: 
Here we are your servants willing to preach your word,  

  to offer care where care is needed,  
  to be present where presence is needed, 
  to share your love where your love is needed. 

Holy One, strengthen us for our own ministry, 
  guide us to live into the call you have set before us, 
  today and every day.  
  Amen.  

(Rev Abi, Blog: Long and Winding Road, alt.) 

 
As Jesus prayed and taught us, let us pray: 
  
Creator and Care-keeper,  
Love which art in heaven, 
be gracious to us, our God;  
hallowed be your name,  
and let the remembrance of you be glorified 
in heaven above and in the earth here below. 
Let your kingdom reign over us now and forever. 
The holy ones of old said, Remit and forgive unto 
all whatsoever they have done against me. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, 
and you shall reign in glory 
forever and for evermore. 
Amen. 

(The Kadish is an ancient Jewish prayer sequence regularly recited in worship, 
 including thanksgiving and praise, then concluding with a prayer for universal peace.  

Translated by Christian scholar, John Gregorie; alt.) 

 
  



Praise and Benediction 
 
 Go now. And listen. 
 Listen for the voice of Jesus, calling you with love, 
  and follow wherever it leads. 
 Do not let your hearts or spirits be dominated 
  by stress, by anxiety, by age or weakness or fear. 
 Allow no room within yourselves for deceit, 
  but offer your whole self 
  to the work of the beatitudes, 
  as a temple for the Holy Spirit. 
 
 And beloveds of God, 
  May the Holy One live within you and speak through you; 
  May Christ Jesus be one with you and raise you — by his call — to new life; 
  And may the Holy Spirit dwell within your heart, 
   and ever make you holy. 
 In the name of God,  
 Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
 Amen. 
 
Going Forth My sisters and brothers,  

go be witnesses to the peace that Christ has promised us, 
bring compassion and care to all God’s children,  
and open your hearts and hands 
to carry Christ’s love and light to the world. 
Amen. Alleluia! 

 
Music Here I Am Lord 
 
 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  
 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save 
 I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 
 Refrain Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain, 
 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to the. Whom shall I send?   Refrain 
 
 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 
 I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 'til their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?   Refrain 
 

Words and Music:  Dan Schutte © 1981, 2000, OCP.   
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #613425. All rights reserved. 
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